
The Home-School Connection
Children benefit tremendously when you help them bridge their two most
important worlds.

By Polly Greenberg

As a parent, you are the major provider of your child's education from birth through
adolescence. You guide the development of her character and mental health and help
form the foundation from which she'll develop lifelong attitudes and interests. And
because your home is the primary environment in which your child's potential and
personality will take shape, it's important to make sure that you create a positive, open
atmosphere that will not only support what goes on in the classroom, but will also instill
the desire to learn. It is through your love and encouragement that your kids will become
motivated - first to please you, and then to please themselves. This leads to self­
confidence, curiosity, the enjoyment of mastering new tasks, and other healthy attitudes,
all of which contribute to successful learning.

But unless you are home-schooling, you will not be the one teaching your child science or
geography. And while it's true that all of the facts, skills, and concepts your children learn
at school are influenced by what you do at home, your child's education is equally
impacted by the relationships you form with her teachers. Building an effective
relationship with the teacher is a critical task, and, like you, every teacher wants to
achieve this goal. As with any relationship, mutual respect, the ability to listen, and lots of
communication form the foundation.

When parents and teachers work well together, everyone benefits. Parents and teachers
can provide each other with unique insight and different perspectives about the same
child, culminating in a more complete understanding of that child, her abilities, strengths,
and challenges. The teacher will know much more about the curriculum and the school
culture, while you know more about your child's personality, tendencies, and family life. A
successful parent-teacher partnership also shows a child that an entire team of adults is on
her side.

Why What You Do at Home Is So Important at School
A positive relationship with your child is more important to her school career than your
constant presence in the classroom. Because young children identify strongly with you,
your attitudes, values, and innermost feelings are contagious. They become embedded in
your child's mind at the deepest levels.

If your own experience with school was miserable, you might feel anxious about your
child's school experiences. Your child will sense this, and it could hamper her ability to
throw herself wholeheartedly into learning. She may feel disloyal if she allows herself to
like school and work hard, even if your words are telling her to do so.

For your child's sake you'll need to put the past behind you and "start over," assuming that
your child's teachers, school, and overall experience will be good and happy. Even if you
didn't like school, the best way to help your child is to endorse her experience: Get
involved, be positive, and trust her teachers. She will get the message: "School is
important; I want you to engage fully."




